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Baton Rouge Consent Decree Quarterly Report  
Part E - Consent Decree Compliance Status 

 
Requirement:  Pursuant to Exhibit I of the Consent Decree, the City/Parish shall report Consent 
Decree compliance status in each quarterly report and provide a brief narrative summary of non-
compliance items and any other information required to convey activity status as it relates to 
compliance or non-compliance with the Consent Decree.   
Compliance Status 
 
1. The City/Parish was not in compliance with the North Wastewater Treatment Plant LPDES 

Permit No. LA0036439 AI# 4843 during the reporting period.  The North Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (NWWTP) exceeded the permit effluent limits for the BOD Monthly 
average, the BOD percent removal and TSS percent removal for the period shown in the 
table below.  The total amount of stipulated penalties identified for non-compliant activities 
at the North Wastewater Treatment Plant during this reporting period is $13,500.   The root 
cause for the BOD Monthly average excursion was determined to be limitations with sludge 
withdrawal pumping. There is a set of three (3) plunger pumps per pair of primary settling 
tanks (nine (9) total plunger pumps). Multiple pumps were out of service, which significantly 
reduced pumping capacity resulting in elevated solids inventory. The sludge pumps have 
been repaired or replaced and pumping capacities and output have been restored.  
Consequently, a reduction in operational sludge pumping activities resulted in higher sludge 
volumes which resulted in negative impact to the process.  

 
Corrective actions to be implemented include: 

 
 Training on these pumps and the recommended handling of sludge blankets has been 

completed for operations and maintenance personnel including the importance of prompt 
repairs and available spare capacity on each set of pumps. 

 Implemented a revised approach with increased sludge pumping to reduce the solids 
inventory in the Primary Settling Tanks, Final Settling Tanks, Gravity Thickeners, and 
Anaerobic Digesters. 

 Repair of sludge withdrawal pump timers for the Primary Settling Tanks. 
 Ongoing focus and efforts to consistently meet Belt Filter Press Operation targets for the 

hauling of solids. 
 Review of options to implement COD sampling to develop a surrogate parameter trend 

that can help identify potential issues earlier. 
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  3rd Quarter 2023 Stipulated Penalty 
NWWTP 

Permit Level Jul Aug Sept 
# of 

Occurrences 
Per 

Occurrence 
Total 

BOD        

7-Day Avg. (mg/l) 45 C C C    
Monthly Avg. (mg/l) 30 C C 33.62 1 $1,000 $1,000 
Monthly Avg. (lbs/day) 13,511 C C C    
Percent Removal 85% 81 77 72 3 $2,500 $7,500 
TSS        
7-Day Avg. (mg/l) 45 C C C    
Monthly Avg. (mg/l) 30 C C C    
Monthly Avg. (lbs/day) 13,511 C C C     
Percent Removal 85% C 83 77 2 $2,500 $5,000 
TRC**        
Daily Max.(mg/l) 1.3 C C C    
        
Total Nitrogen**        
7-Day Avg. (mg/l)  21.1 21.1  21.1    
Monthly Avg. (mg/l)   21.1 21.1  21.1    
Total Phosphorus**        
7-Day Avg. (mg/l)   3.54 3.54 3.54    
Monthly Avg. (mg/l)  3.54 3.54 3.54    
Fecal Coliform        
7-Day Avg. (mg/l) 400 col/100ml C C C    
        
Monthly Avg. (mg/l) 200 col/100ml C C C    

      Total $13,500 
C-Compliance 
- Reflects Permit 
   * Modifications as of  8/1/2016 
**Modifications as of  9/1/2018 

       

 
2. The City/Parish was in compliance with the South Wastewater Treatment Plant LPDES Permit No. 

LA0036412 AI# 4841 during the reporting period.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The City/Parish  [is]  [is not] in full compliance with Consent Decree for the period  
07/01/23 to 09/ 30/ 23.  If not, see comments above. 


